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& BEW VARIETY OF GLVYPTOBTOMA EWBFRERYANTN.
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G. newberryanum var. depressunh,

This variety differs from ty’f:ic. I Glyptostoma newberryanum (W.
G. Binney) in being very muh deé essed, the altitude of shelis with
an equal number of whorls Eﬁing less fhan twe-thirds that of Binney's
apecies.  The dizmmtm% (tm'rwmpomli.n Ay redused. The sperture
I5 also lesa vound thandn 6. newberrywme
alt. 11, diam. 27 mms |

Dead shells of {his variety are found in a\a&mdance on the bluffs
north of Ensenadg, Lower California. i

It has also bg;é% collected by Mr. Henry He‘:’\f’Qj;l near Wilming-
ton, Los An%ﬁfes Co.. California, ‘

A specimoen measures,

THE MAWUFPACTURE OF FPEARL BUTTONE ¥ROM FRESH-WATER
MUBSELS.

In the manufacture of pearl buttons the centre of activity Las
shifted from the China Sea to the river (owns of the Misstssippi.
Altogether unkpown in this region a dozen years ago, this industry
hag grown to sueh proportions that it now employs the services
of thousands of people, and the ontput has become so great that it
materialiy affects the button market of the world,

About twelve years ago a German buttonmaker named Boeple
wandered into Muscatine from the old country. He saw for the
first time the mussel shells of the Mississippt river. He examined
them closely and expressed the opinion that they were good material
for buttons. Up to this time fresh-water shells were considered
unsuitable for any such use, and authorities on the subject were
naturally skeptical in regard to Boeple's opinion of their usefulness.
He persieted in claiming that the “niggerhead 7 mussel from the
waters of the Mississippi river would make, if properly kandled and
finished, the finest pearl buttons yet produeed. e (ook some
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specimens to the factories at Waterbury, Conn., and after consider-
able experimenting one concern there determined that with some
changes in their machinery the shell of the strange mussel from the
“ Father of Waters” would make & button to compete with the best
of those from other parts of the world.

First one concern and then another began to use the Mississippi
shell, until the foreign one was almost abandoned. In the beginning
the shells were shipped east in the rough and prepured for use atter
their arrival there, but the freight rates were so high that one enter-
prising firm soon shipped that part of i1s machinery which makes the
“hlanks " out to Musentine, and, what generally results whon some
pioneer leads the way to » good thing, others soon profited by the
example and eame also, The industry has spread both up and down
the river, until almost every town of any importance, from St. Paul,
Minn., to Alten, 111, is now engaged in some form of the industry,

The manner of catehing the mussels is interesting. A fisherman
equips himself with what is known to the elan as *“John boat.”
This is 4 flathout on the order of a scow, about 20 feet long and 3%
feet wide. Upon the inside of the boat are placed eight uprights,
which ure between three and four feet high and have crotehed tops,
Four. of the uprights are placed on each side of the boat, at just
enough distance apart to accommodate the fonr 10-foot pieces of inch
grspipe thut vest upon them,  To ench of the guspipea are attached
20 four-foot stagons, similsr to those used on an ordinary trout line,
and each stagon has four hooks, with four prongs.

The fisherman goes out in his * John boat” with as much con-
fidenee as if it were the finest craft afioat. Once in the stream, he
casts his gas-pipes, one by one.  As the hooks drag along the bottom
of the river they come in contact with the open shells of the mussels;
which immediately close up on them. Thus attached, they are
brought to the surface and tsken off. The distance the hooks are
dragged each time depends altogether on the thickness of the bed,
and varies from three bont-lengths to an eighth of & mile,

The rivers of Arkansas are snid to be so thick with mussel beds
that they erop out of the water when it is low. "Vhe men put on
rubber hoots and shovel the shells into the boats, In the Upper
Mississippi district, shells are quoted in car-lots, ranging from 15 to
30 tons in weight, but the Arkansas dealers have astounded every.
body in the business by sending out quetations on 500-ton lots and
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promptly filling all orders sent them. The men sell the mussels o
the button factory operators at so much per 100 pounds. The wages
they make depend upon their diligence and the luck they meet with in
getting in a thick bed, but runge from $1.50 w0 $5 per duy.  There
13 one big mussel bed near Canton, Mo, about eight miles in length.

The process of making the shells into Luttons is interesting.
The shells are first cut up into blanks the exact size the buttons are
to be; then they go to the grinder, & machine which grinds the biack
back off of them; after that te the facing machine, which euts the
face on them; next to the backer, which bevels the back; then the
drill, which puts in the eye-holes; from here they go to the polish-
ing room, where the glossy finish is put upon them; after that they
are soried, put on cards and boxed up.

There ure about 40 fretories in Muscatine, and the amount paid
out weekly in wages is $10,000. - There are factories in Duvenport,
Fort Madison, Burlingion, Quiney, LaGrange, Canton and many
other points.

There is an added interest in the business of mussel fishing on
aceount of the likelihood of finding pearls. It is not an uncommon
thing for a fisherman to find a pearl valued at $100, and one Tucky
fellow found a beanty which sold for $5,000. Every follower of the
business has a little bottle filled with specimens, which eventually
find their way to the market.— Phile. Record.

CANTHARIDUS PERONII l’ln this journal for May, 1901
(xv, p. 8). I noted that it was Perry who first gave a name to this

species, Bulimus eqrinatus. %d that this name cannot stand on
account of the earlier Bulimyé carfpatus of Bruguiere, and the name
given by Philippi will be fetained. In the same note, the second {
was omitted from the nam Bulimus keimius Perry, by typographical

error..—H, A. Pilsbry.

ANGITREMA VERRPCOSA AT LAWRENCEBURG, INDlANA.—T am
able to list an entire/new shell to this iogality, dngitrema verrucosa
Raf. 'This shiell hdd so far never been Yound in the upper Ohie,
the mouth of thef Wabash, 275 miles belgw this point, being its
Jocality according to Say. I was fortunaté encugh to obtain 60
specimens of thi{f
Biltups.

s gliell, and send you a set for ttgxcallcction.mzf. C.




